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The prisoner, herbert rowse armstrong, examined by Mr.
bosanquet—I am a solicitor practising at Hay. I am fifty-two
years of age. I am an M.A. of Cambridge University, and I
hold the appointment of justices' clerk for the division of Hay,
Bredwardin, Clyro, and clerk to the Painscastle Commissioner of
Taxes. I obtained a commission in 1901, during the Boer War,
in the 1st Lancashire Royal Engineers. Ultimately I was in the
Devon and Somerset Volunteer Reserve, and was in the Reserve
at the outbreak of the war. In November, 1914, I joined up
on my own initiative with the Middlesex Division, Royal
Engineers, and was taken on as captain. I was promoted major,
substantive rank, in 1916, and I served until I was demobilised
on the 22nd May, 1919. I was admitted a solicitor in the year
1895, and I served my articles to Messrs. Alsop, Stevens & Crooks,
Liverpool. After that I joined Messrs. Hutchings & Co., solicitors,
of Teignmouth and Newton Abbot. I was in partnership with
Hutchings & Co. in these places from 1901 to 1903, after which
date I practised on my own account in Newton Abbot till I came
to Hay in 1906. I was first of all managing clerk to Mr. Cheese.
I brought a certain amount of capital into the business when I
entered into partnership, and the business was carried on under
the name of Cheese & Armstrong, and is still carried on under
that name. I was married on the 4th June, 1907, at Teign-
mouth, to my wife, who was then Catherine Mary Friend. I
became engaged to my wife in September, 1904, and our engage-
ment lasted for some three years. My wife's father lived at
Teignmouth. At the time of her death, in 1921, my wife was
forty-eight years of age. We came to live at Mayfield in
December, 1912. There are three children of the marriage,
two girls and a boy. There was an antenuptial settlement at
the time of our marriage, which consisted of the furniture and a
life policy of £1000 on my own life. Mr. Chevalier was trustee
of the settlement. There was a covenant in the settlement to the
effect that I would purchase to the amount of £200, and include
that in the settlement. I did t£at. The relations between my
wife and myself up to the time of her death were perfect. My
wife was never a robust woman. When we were engaged, in 1903,
she had a very severe attack of rheumatism. I remember that
from the fact that she had great difficulty in putting on the ring
I gave her on that occasion, and that attack lasted for (speak-
ing from memory) three months. After that she had constantly
recurrent attacks of rheumatism. She also had a very highly de-
veloped nervous system.
And did that have a special effect with regard to her health
—nervous excitement, I mean?—I do not know.    I cannot speak
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